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ALL THE MORE NECESSARY.

It is now all the more necessary for a definite
declaration to "be embodied in the preamble of India's
New Constitution Act so that it may be regarded even
by our die-hards as binding on future Parliaments that
the ultimate issue of British policy in India is Domi-
nion Status on a basis of equality with other self-
go re-ruing jDcminions in the British Common wealth of
Nation?.

Perhaps it is wordi while putting it on record
that in the course of the discussion of the Government's
While Paper in the House of Commons that eminent
exponent of the law Sir John Simon used these words :

There is no question at all that this country is
pledged as clearly as we can be pledged in honour and
in policy and that pledge is undoubtedly to pursue in
the Indian Empire a road which will lead to responsible
Government.

"Responsible Government'* is what India is now
to have under the New Constitution Act. The Secretary
of State for India put this clearly in his speech in the
the House of Commons last week:

If there is to be an All-India Federation, it must
be a federation with a Government responsible to an
Indian Federal Legislature. There can be no All-India
Federation without the effective accession of a sub-
stantial number of Indian Princes. An All-India
.Federation without the accession of the Princes is a